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About L aborintus

The piece was written for a choreography by Dominique Jégou with the same title. In this origina
choreography, there were three big parts. First, people are coming in and defining the labyrinth in space
(1 Entrance: about 6 min. 30). Then they start exploring it's borders in silence (about 1 min. 30). At a
certain moment they become little by little attracted by it’ s center (2 Attraction: about 8 min.). Oncethey are
all together in the center, music changes suddenly (3 Leaving: about 8 min.) and they try to find their way
back out of the labyrinth. Finaly they leave the stage.

Technical Note

The whole pieceis concipiated in stereo. Indications for panning en volume are in the score. There are two
possibilities : or they can be prerecorded on the tape, or the tape can be recorded flat and panning and
volume be executed live on the mixing-console.

The sounds have to be sampled asfollows:

- Program Drops:.  Consists of two layers:
* Water drops on Zinc : sampled sound of water drops falling on zinc, but treated
by a'Vocoder that's “ speaking” random syllables. The layer has to be programmed
asa“Drum Kit”, i.e. each note is a different “ percussion instrument”, of a rather
indefinite pitch.
* Slide Drum : the sound of atuned slide drum. This layer has to be programmed as
anormal voice of defined pitches.

At the beginning of part 1 (Entrance), and during the whole part 3 (Leaving), only layer
one (Water drops on Zinc) may sound. In part 1, layer 2 (Slide Drum) fades in from bar
74 1ill it reaches the same level aslayer 1 (Water drops on Zinc) in bar 86. The resulting
effect should be akind of morphing from undefined to defined pitch, to prepare the
“singing” of Ethereal Voices in bar 86.

- Program Ethereal Voices: Human voices with much “air” on. A kind of “Aeolian” effect.

- Program Mail Voice: The sampled voice of 1 man. All 16 parts of part 2 (Attraction) have to be the same
voice, so asto givetheillusion of only one person singing polyphony. In the original
rea] i%ti On’ 13 a” - 13 OH - 113 r" - 13 i” - 13 n" - 13 u” - 113 SH Were |Oopm1 Where% 113 |” - 13 b” - 13 tll
weren't. The panning of the partsisasfollows, from left to right, equally distributed:
15-13-11-9-7-5-3-1-2-4-6-8-10-12-14-16,sopats1l & 2areinthe
center of the stereo-image.
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